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REMARKS 



Claims 1, 2, 4-8 and 10-12 are now present in this application. 

The specification and claims 1, 7, 8 and 10-12 have been amended, and claims 3 and 9 
have been cancelled without prejudice or disclaimer. Reconsideration of the application, as 
amended, is respectfully requested. 

Amendments to the Claims 
It is noted that certain limitations from claims 3 and 9 have now been incorporated into 
claims 1 and 7, respectively. No new matter should be present in the foregoing amendments. 



Claims 7-12 stand rejected under 35 USC 101 as being directed to non-statutory subject 
matter. This rejection is respectfully traversed. 

It is noted that claims 7, 8 and 10-12 have been amended to refer to a "computer-readable 
storage medium." It is therefore respectfully submitted that a computer-readable storage medium 
for storing a computer program is statutory, as it yields a useful, tangible, and concrete result. 
Reconsideration and withdrawal of the 35 USC 101 rejection are respectfully requested. 

Rejections under 35 USC 102 and 103 
Claims 1-2, 5-8 and 11-12 stand rejected under 35 USC 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Ulead Video Studio 5 Tutorial 6/8/2001 (referred to hereafter as "VS5"). This rejection is 
respectfully traversed. 



Rejection under 35 USD 101 
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Claims 3, 4, 9 and 10 stand rejected under 35 USC 103 as being unpatentable over VS5 
in view of Lapson et al. (US Pat. No. 4,464,652, wrongly referred to as "4,464,625" in Office 
Action page 5). 

Anticipation requires identity of the claimed process and a process of the prior art. The 
claimed process, including each step thereof, must have been described or embodied, either 
expressly or inherently, in a single reference. See, e.g., Glaverbel S.A. v. Northlake Mkfg & 
Supp., Inc., 45 F.3d 1550, 33 USPQ 2d 1496 (Fed. Cir. 1995). 

It is noted that selecting by a user and signification of selected options arc two different 



Independent Claim 1 

Independent claim 1 of the present application sets forth: 

1. A method of representing a tree database in a display 
menu, comprising the steps of: 

providing a tree database with a database name, the tree 
database possessing a plurality of first level data nodes, each of 
which possesses a null set or a plurality of second level data nodes, 
wherein each of the first data node and the second data node has a 
data node name; 

selecting one of the first level data nodes as a working data 

node; 

titling the node name of the working data node in the first 
line of a working menu; 

listing the second level data nodes possessed by the 
working data node in the working menu, following the node name 
of the working data node; 

listing the non-selected first level data nodes as a switching 

menu; 

if a cursor is moved to one of the first level data nodes in 
the switching menu, displaying the second level data nodes 
possessed by thereof in an extra menu; and 

combining the working menu, the switching menu, and the 
database name into a display menu. 



steps. 
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First, it is noted that certain limitations from claim 3 have been incorporated into 
independent claim 1 . 

As admitted by the Examiner, VS5 does not expressly disclose that if a cursor is moved 
to one of the first level data nodes in the switching menu, the second level data nodes possessed 
by thereof are displayed in an extra menu. 

Lapson discloses, in column 6, lines 49-53, "In the present embodiment, a user inputs the 
desired data selections by positioning the cursor over the selection, in for example a multiple 
choice format, and momentarily activates the switch 90 on the cursor control unit." There is a 
question as to the reality of the term "user inputs the desired data selections" and the difference 
between the pre-effective "selecting" conducted by the user and the execution of the "selecting" 
by a computer system. 

Lapson discloses, in column 6, lines 4-7, "If a particular title (for example Ti) is selected, 
one or more sub-command items 104 are displayed by the computer system below the primary 
menu title." 

With regard to what qualifies as sufficient conditions to cause a title be selected, or to 
notify the computer system to which a mouse is connected that the title is selected, Lapson has 
disclosed, in column 2, lines 13-16, "A switch is provided within the cursor control housing in 
order to signal the display system that a desired X-Y location on the display screen has been 
selected.", and in column 5, lines 24-27, "...such that the depression of the switch cap 91 forces 
switch 90 to electrically close, and thereby signal the computer display system that an 
appropriate X-Y location has been selected." 
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Thus, as noted above, activating switch 90 is necessary to signify to the computer system 
that an appropriate X-Y location has been selected. 

Further, Lapson discloses, in column 6, lines 25-30, "Once the' cursor is positioned over 
(or in proximity with) the chosen menu title selection, the user depresses switch cap 91 on cursor 
control 20, thereby activating switch 90, and signaling the computer system that the particular 
title has been selected." Thus, "user inputting the desired data selection" refers to provision of 
the desired X-Y location by positioning the cursor over the chosen menu title selection. This 
does not, however, signify to the computer system that the particular title has been selected until 
switch 90 is activated. Positioning the cursor over the selection and activating the s>yitch 90 are 
two sufficient conditions that must occur to signify to the computer system the selected title. If 
both conditions were not met, contradiction would be raised during display of sub-command 
items. 

Referring to Lapson, column 6, lines 27-39, "the user depresses switch cap 91 on cursor 
control 20, thereby activating switch 90, and signaling the computer system that the particular 
title has been selected. The computer display system then ... displays a set of sub-command 
items for user selection. . . .the user continues to depress switch cap 9l t and once again moves the 
cursor control over the surface until the displayed cursor lies over or in proximity with the item 
to be executed. The user then removes pressure from the switch cap 91 thereby deactivating 
switch 90, and indicating to the computer which item is to be executed." 

Continuous depression of switch cap 91 is required during display of sub-command 
items, and removal of pressure from the switch cap 91 indicates to the computer which item is to 
be executed. If display of sub-command items requires not pressing switch cap 91, it also 
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requires not continuing depressing switch cap 91 during display of sub-command items or 
deactivating switch 90. Thus, display of sub-command items in Lapson requires activating 
switch 90. 

Lapson therefore fails to provide the step wherein, if a cursor is moved to one of the first 
level data nodes in the switching menu, the second level data nodes possessed by thereof are 
displayed in an extra menu, as is found in independent claim 1 of the present application. 
Neither VS5 nor Lapson, either alone or in combination, teach or suggest the combination of 
features found in independent claim 1 . 



Independent Claim 7 

Independent claim 7 of the present application sets forth: 

7. A computer-readable storage medium for storing a 
computer program, wherein the computer program, applied in a 
computer system, executes the method of representing a tree 
database in a display menu, the method comprising the steps of: 

providing a tree database with a database name, the tree 
database possessing a plurality of first level data nodes, each of 
which possesses a null set or a plurality of second level data nodes, 
wherein each of the first data node and the second data node has 
data node name; 

selecting one of the first level data nodes as a working data 

node; 

titling the node name of the working data node in the first 
line of a working menu; 

listing the second level data nodes possessed by the 
working data node in the working menu, following the node name 
of the working data node; 

listing the non-selected first level data nodes as a switching 

menu; 

if a cursor is moved to one of the first level data nodes in 
the switching menu, displaying the second level data nodes 
possessed by thereof in an extra menu; and 
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combining the working menu, the switching menu, and the 
database name into a display menu. 



First, it is noted that certain limitations from claim 9 have been incorporated into 
independent claim 7. 

For similar reasons to those set forth above in connection with claim 1, Lapson fails to 
teach or suggest that, if a cursor is moved to one of the first level data nodes in the switching 
menu, the second level data nodes possessed by thereof are displayed in an extra menu, as is set 
forth in independent claim 7 of the present application. Neither VS5 nor Lapson, either alone or 
in combination, teach or suggest the combination of features found in independent claim 7. 

In view of the foregoing amendments and remarks, it is respectfully submitted that the 
prior art utilized by the Examiner fails to teach or suggest the method of independent claims 1 
and 7 of the present application, as well as their dependent claims. Accordingly, reconsideration 
and withdrawal of the 35 USC 102 and 103 rejections are respectfully requested. 



Favorable reconsideration and an early Notice of Allowance are earnestly solicited. 

Because the additional prior art cited by the Examiner has been included merely to show 
the state of the prior art and has not been utilized to reject the claims, no further comments 
concerning these documents are considered necessary at this time. 

In the event that any outstanding matters remain in this application, the Examiner is 
invited to contact the undersigned at (703) 205-8000 in the Washington, D.C. area. 



Conclusion 
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If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, concurrent, and future replies, 
to charge payment or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 02-2448 for any additional 
fees required under 37 CF.R. §§ 1.16 or 1.17; particularly, extension of time fees. 



Dated: January 17,2007 Respectfully submitted 



Joe MSKmney Mi 



Joe MSKmney Munfcy i 
Registration No.: 32B34 

BIRCH, STEWART, KOLAS^H & BIRCH, LLP 
Si 10 Gatehouse Road 
Suite 100 East 
P.O. Box 747 

Falls Church, Virginia 22040-0747 
(703) 205-8000 
Attorney for Applicant 
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